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order to determine if there is a statistically significance
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Sexual abuse and violence are two topics that have
received a great deal of increasing attention within the
last two decades. Television and celebrities, with the
onslaught of talk shows, have brought sexual abuse to the
attention of millions, while news programs and papers have
brought directly into the living rooms of homes across the
nation the increase of violence by displaying bodies covered
in bloodied sheets and quoting statistics from local, state
and federal agencies. These reports bring the general
public face to face with the victims and the accused.
Public attention has demanded that politicians address these
issues, with the goal of decreasing or even eradicating such
behaviors.
Politicians in turn have looked to researchers to
help define the problem and its causes, along with
developing strategies in which these issues can be
addressed. Their efforts have not been in vain, as
statistics in recent years have shown a decrease overall in
violent crime nationwide.^ However, within the adolescent
population there has not been a decrease, but rather an
^Walter J. Dickey, "The Violent Juvenile Offender:
Policy Perspectives," Campaign for An Effective Crime
Policy-Public Policy Reports; A Series of Reports on Major
Issues in Criminal Justice (July 1996).
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increase.^ Research in recent years has also begun to note
that adolescence is more abuse ridden than early
childhood.^ According to statistics compiled by the
National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, Washington D.C.,
adolescents experience a disproportionately high level of
child abuse."
The U.S. Department of Justice has also looked into
the increase of violence among adolescents. There have been
many studies that have found several indicators of violence
among the adolescent population such as family background,
environment, socioeconomic factors and exposure to violence.
These have been particularly manifested in African American
male adolescents which are disproportionately affected more
by the increase of violence than their white counterparts.®
This study is designed to examine African-American male
adolescents who experienced sexual abuse in childhood as an
indicator for violence.
^'Ibid.
^Terri Randall, "Adolescents May Experience Home,
School Abuse: Their Future Draws Researcher Concern,"
Journal of American Medical Association 267, no. 23 (June
1992): 3127.
"National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, Executive
Summary: National Study on the Incidence and Severity of
Child Abuse and Neglect (Washington, DC: Department of
Health and Human Services, 1982).
^Howard Snyder and Melissa Sickmund, Juvenile Offenders
and Victims: A National Report (Washington, DC: Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Program, U.S. Department of
Justice, 1995), 22.
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During the 1980's, rates of violence-related
childhood and adolescent facilities increased within this
country as society attempted to address the increase in
juvenile crime. Homicide is the leading cause of death in
adolescents 10-19 years of age,® and it has accounted for
42% of the deaths of African American males within the same
age grouping. The homicide rate for African American
adolescents is eight times that of white adolescents.’ A
1991 survey stated that 42% of adolescents surveyed reported
fighting within the past year, and 26% carried a weapon
during the proceeding month.® While violent crime rates
overall have declined somewhat in recent years, violent
crimes by juveniles is rising. This rate of increase seems
to be a prototype of behaviors within the larger society.
Americans have increasingly turned to violence to
resolve arguments and interpersonal disputes. Although
juveniles compromise 10% of all persons arrested for a
violent crime in the U.S. in 1994, this represented less
than one half of one percent of all juveniles. Juvenile
arrests for violent crimes—murder, rape, robbery and
®M. Isaac, Violence: The Impact of Community Violence
on African American Children and Families (Arlington:
National Center for Education in Maternal Child Health,
1992).
’Snyder and Sickmund, Juvenile Offenders and Victims: A
National Report. 25.
‘Department of Health and Human Services, Healthy
People 2002: National Promotion and Disease Prevention
Objectives (Washington, DC: DHHS, 1995), 91.
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aggravated assault—accounted for 6% of all juveniles
arrested in 1994.®
Several trends in juvenile violence have emerged in
recent years. According to Dickey, the number of juveniles
murdered in 1994 was 40% greater than in 1980. While
overall, murders rose only 1% during the same period. Most
of this increase has taken place among African American
juveniles whose rates have doubled while white rates have
remained stable.^" Eighty-six percent of juvenile violent
crime arrests in 1994 involved males. White males accounted
for 48% and black males 50% of such arrests. Although
African Americans are 15% of the juvenile population, more
African American than white juveniles have been murdered
each year since 1986.“ While incidence of juvenile arrests
have increased, much of the violence occurring with
adolescents tends to be related to family violence which
includes sexual abuse.
Up until the 1980's sexual abuse was traditionally
viewed as a crime in which the victim is a female and the
perpetrator a male. However, over the last ten years, many
researchers such as Hopper, Finkelhor, Lew and Lisak, to
name a few, have begun to explore the impact of child sexual





abuse in males. According to Hopper, one in six boys is
sexually abused before age sixteen.“ However, he cautions
that these statistics are only conservative estimates due
largely to the underreporting of cases, along with the
complex and subtle scientific issues involved. He also
included various criticisms of the methods used to generate
these statistics. Specifically issues on how sexual abuse
is defined and which definitions were applied to the
research data.^^
According to the National Incidence Study of Child
Abuse and Neglect, an estimated 3.2 children per 1,000 (or a
total of 217,700) were sexually abused in 1993, within what
they categorized as the Harm Standard.Within their
Endangerment Standard category, they estimated that 4.5
children per 1,000 (or a total of 300,200) were sexually
abused in 1993.^® Within the state of Georgia there were
8154 incidents of sexual abuse reported in 1995. Of the
2,636 confirmed incidents, fondling is the most often
reported type. In confirmed incidents, children between the
“Jim Hopper, "Sexually Abuse of Males: Prevalence,
Lasting Effects and Resources,” Microsoft Internet Explorer.
August 1996, 8.
^®Ibid., 2.
^^Andrea J. Sedlack and Diane D. Broadhurst, Third
National Incidence Study of Child Abuse and Neglect: Final




ages of 4 and 15 are most frequently abused. Further,
within Georgia's Fulton County, where the study was
conducted, there were 343 alleged, 144 confirmed case of
sexual abuse, and 182 unconfirmed and 433 unconfirmed cases
of child sexual abuse in 1995.“ No information on the
break down of this data by race or gender were available.
Statement of Problem
With all of the intervention programs addressing the
topic of violence among adolescents, violence is still on
the increase, particularly within the African American
communities. More and more society calls for tougher
punishments for violent offenses, primarily in light of what
is viewed as senseless crimes of violence committed by
adolescents. The steady increases in violent crimes among
African American adolescents point to the fact that either
the present interventive strategies are not adequately
addressing the problem, or the full scope of the problem has
not been completely understood or examined. Whichever the
case, researchers will benefit from looking into both areas
of concern.
^“Georgia Department of Human Resources, Division of
Family and Children Services, Abuse Categories and Abuse
Types (Atlanta, GA: Georgia Department of Human Resources,
1995).
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Some researchers such as Cantwell^'^ and Freeman-
Longo,“ have suggested that there is a link between child
sexual abuse and violent behaviors. However, at this point,
there is not a clear understanding of child sexual abuse in
African American males and its effects during their
adolescent years in relation to whether they have been
traumatized and how they express the results of the trauma.
While some may express themselves by withdrawing and causing
harm to themselves, others may express themselves by causing
harm to others. Therefore there is a need to determine if
there is a link between the two variables child sexual abuse
and the occurrence of violence.
Significance of Study
As a result of working within the Bermuda justice
system over the past eight years, this researcher has come
into contact with juvenile and adult offenders of African
descent who have been incarcerated for violent crimes. Many
reflected that they had been sexually abused as children.
They also cited the belief that their unresolved issues
relating to the abuse as being a predisposing factor leading
to their violent behavior.
^^Hendrika Cantwell, "Child Sexual Abuse: Very Young
Perpetrators," Child Abuse and Neglect 12 (1988): 579.
^“Robert Freeman-Longo, "The Impact of Sexual
Victimization on Males," Child Abuse and Neglect 10 (1986):
411.
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Based on those interviews conducted in the Bermuda
justice system, with approximately forty juveniles and
eighty-five adults, none of the males admitting sexual abuse
had ever received any intervention or treatment to assist
them in dealing with their experiences with sexual abuse.
There does not appear to be any evidence that the subject
had ever been previously addressed. All of the offenders
stated that they did not resort to violent behaviors until
they became adolescents. Any intervention received prior to
or during their incarceration addressed issues relating to
their violent behavior, such as drug abuse or socio-economic
factors. For many this was not their first offense.
While there are some differences between adolescents
in Bermuda and the United States, it is the researchers
conjecture that there are also many similarities.
Adolescents in both countries are effected by sexual abuse
experienced as children, and like their American
counterparts, there is an increase in the rates of juvenile
crime and violent behaviors within the Bermudian
population.^® This researcher is interested in further
examining the possible link between sexual abuse and violent
behaviors in the American society as a means of broadening
the scope of intervention methods presently utilized. With
the marked increase in violent crimes committed by
^’Alfred E. Maybury, Principal Probation Officer,
Bermuda, personal telephone interview, 17 March 1997.
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adolescents, it would be beneficial to social work
researchers, and social work practitioners alike to explore
the possibilities of what other factors many influence
violent behaviors within this population. This may lead to
the possibility of the development of new intervention
modalities.
This study is also significant to social work
education and research. It calls for more research and
education to be done within the area of sexual abuse of
males, including its prevalence and effects along with the
phenomenon within racial and ethnic groups. Such research
will broaden the current knowledge base opening new avenues
leading to the development of innovative intervention
strategies. Finkelhor,^° Freeman-Longo,and many others
also call for more research within racial and ethnic groups.
Most research has been conducted on white males with the
findings to be considered for all racial groupings, thus
creating a void in research considering African Americans.
Social workers will play an important role in looking into
the predisposing factors associated with combating the
steady rise in these crime rates as the industry looks to
privatization of juvenile service delivery systems, and
^°David Finkelhor, Sexually Victimized Children (New
York: The Free Press, 1979), 6.
^^Freeman-Longo, "The Impact of Sexual Victimization on
Males," 411.
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increased competition for contracts forces social workers to
develop creative and cost effective programming.
Many politicians who promote "tough on crime”
policies assume that less crime will be committed if
offenders get the "message" that harsh punishment will
result.“ However, as California has discovered with the
three strikes program, both crime rates and recidivism
rates, particularly for juveniles, climbed significantly
during a ten year period when juvenile incarceration rates
also increased steeply. Most investigations of the transfer
of juveniles to adult courts have not found positive effects
on crime deterrence.As a result, it becomes imperative
to look into the predisposing factors associated with
violence as a possible way of combating the steady rise in
juvenile crime rates and dealing with these adolescents in
treatment settings.
Society in general is facing an urgent problem that,
if not addressed effectively, will continue to spread more
misery through the country, and further undermine public
morale. While researchers admit that the nation is
embarking on a course that could alter the approach to
“David Altschechuler, "Tough and Smart Juvenile
Incarceration: Reintegrating Punishment, Deterrence and




juvenile justice for decades to come,^* before proceeding
further on this course, a more informed discussion about the
nature and dynamics of the problem and various approaches to
dealing with the problem are still needed. Walter Dickey,
who prepared "The Violent Juvenile Offender; Policy
Perspective” stated that "research, practice and common
sense all call for prevention as well as punishment.”^®
Purpose of Study
The aim of this study is to explore whether or not
there is a relationship between child sexual abuse and the
occurrence of violent behavior in African American male
adolescents. From the research conducted, and explained in
subsequent sections, it will explore whether the occurrence
of sexual abuse increases the probability of the occurrence
of violent behavior. The study poses several implications
for social work in that it opens another avenue through
which social work practitioners can explore and utilize in
order to combat violent behavior within this population.





The literature review covers the variables child
sexual abuse and violence in African American male
adolescents within the last two decades while some attention
has been given to a historical perspective. Within the
literature discussing the sexual abuse of children and
adolescents, a great deal of the information regarding its
effects on males has become available only within the last
ten years, with the most noted contemporary authority quoted
as being David Finkelhor. Finkelhor looked at thirteen
theories about why children are sexually victimized,
including theories regarding the offender, family context,
social and cultural sources and consequences to the victim.
He also conducted surveys on the sexual victimization of
children, exploring experiences described, the prevalence,
age of perpetrators, family background, social backgrounds,
including social isolation, subculture and social class
theories, along with the trauma caused by child sexual
abuse.^
Historical Perspective
However, before exploring the contemporary findings,
it is important to note that child sexual abuse is not a new
phenomenon. It has existed throughout the existence of man.
^Finkelhor, Sexually Victimized Children. 9.
12
13
Florence Rush in her book looks at the occurrence of child
sexual abuse from a historical perspective.^ She cites
several early writings in the cuneiform system of writing on
clay tablets that give the indication that some five
thousand years ago, there was a young girl who believed that
she was too "little" for intercourse and said so, and at
least one man who took exception to sex with children.^ It
was Freud whose theories of childhood sexuality brought the
subject out of the total darkness of the Victorian era into
the arena of contemporary scientific discussion, despite the
fact that many feel that he did much more to distract from
and throw off course any serious study of theprobl.*
Finkelhor quoting Kinsley stated that his studies broke new
ground establishing that childhood sexual experiences were
virtually universal. However, despite evidence from his
survey that child molesting, sexual abuse and incest were
more widespread than anyone had previously been able to
show, Kinsley gave these findings very little attention.®
During the 1970's cases of child sexual abuse began
to appear in large numbers. As a result, a fervent interest
in determining its prevalence developed. Studies examining
^Florence Rush, The Best Kept Secret; Sexual Abuse of
Children (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Inc., 1980), 17.
®Ibid., 17.
*Ibid., 80.
®Finkelhor, Sexually Victimized Children. 9.
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prevalence rates of child molestation had been done as far
back as 1929. However these did not receive public notice
due to the caution of sex reformers and the skepticism of
psychoanalysts.® By the 1980's many conflicting prevalence
numbers began appearing, confusing some and causing others
to be skeptical of any reported numbers.’
In explaining the study of child sexual abuse. Tower
stated that sexual abuse has traditionally been promoted
primarily by two schools of thought. The first is the child
protection movement which sees sexual abuse as part of the
total family dysfunction, or, as a failure on the part of
the family to protect the children. Their basic approach to
treatment involves the entire family unit. For them, seeing
to the protection of the child is their greatest concern,
while they view the family as providing that protection.®
The second school of thought is the feminist movement
which maintains that society victimizes it's weakest members
which are women and children. They employ a rape crisis
modality which emphasizes advocating on behalf of the child.
For them, a major deterrent for abusers or perpetrators is
to be legally prosecuted. They work with victims of child
®David Finkelhor, Sharon Araji, Larry Baron, Angela
Browne, Stephanie Doyle Peters and Gail Wyatt, A Sourcebook
on Child Sexual Abuse (Beverly Hills: Sage Publications,
Inc., 1986), 15.
’Ibid.
®Cynthia Crosson Tower, Understanding Child Abuse and
Neglect. 2d ed. (Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1993), 135.
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sexual abuse utilizing concerned advocates who "strive
towards the establishment of protection for the child in the
future."®
Theories of Sexual Abuse
To assist in the determination of the effects of
sexual abuse, Finkelhor and Browne developed a conceptual
model that theorizes that the experience of sexual abuse can
be analyzed in terms of four trauma causing factors called
traumagenic dynamics. These are seen as four links between
the experience of sexual abuse and the sequelae that have
been widely noted. These four dynamics are traumatic
sexualization, betrayal, powerlessness and
stigmatization.
Faller, expanding on Finkelhor's classification,
describes traumatic sexualization as including the
psychological outcomes of sexualization that are aversive
feelings of sex, overvaluing sex, and sexual identity
problems.“ Within the dynamic of stigmatization, child
victims often feel isolated, and may gravitate to various
®Ibid.
^°David Finkelhor and Angela Browne, "Traumatic Impact
of Child Sexual Abuse: A Conceptualization," American
Journal of Psychiatry 55, no. 4 (October 1985): 530.
“Kathleen Coulbourn Faller, Child Sexual Abuse:
Indicators and Treatment Issues (McClean: The Circle Inc.,
1993), 19.
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stigmatized levels of society.As a result, they may get
involved with drug and alcohol abuse, criminal acts, or in
prostitution. These are common psychological
manifestations.
Betrayal is considered to be the most fundamentally
damaging of sexual abuse in its undermining of trust in
those who are supposed to protect and nurture children.
Other psychological impacts of betrayal include anger and
borderline functioning.“ The anger stemming from betrayal
is part of what maybe behind the aggression and hostile
posture of some sexual abuse victims, particularly
adolescents. This anger can be viewed as the victims way of
protecting themselves from further abuse or betrayals.
Antisocial behavior and delinquency sometimes associated
with a history of victimization are also an expression of
this anger and may represent a desire for retaliation.’^*
The psychological impact of powerlessness includes
the perception of vulnerability and victimization, and a
desire to control or prevail, often by identifying with the
aggressor.Attempting to compensate for this sense of
powerlessness, some sexual abuse victims may have unusual
^’'Finkelhor and Browne, "Traumatic Impact of Child
Sexual Abuse: A Conceptualization," 535.
^*Ibid., 536.
“Ibid.
’^^Faller, Child Sexual Abuse: Indicators and Treatment
Issues. 19.
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and dysfunctional needs to control or dominate. Some
aggressive and delinquent behaviors would seem to evolve
from this desire to be tough, powerful and fearsome.^®
Research suggests that sexual abuse in childhood
plays a conditional role in a causal chain that leads to
subsequent violence. Such roles depend on the precise
nature of the event, the chiId^s emotional reaction to it at
the time, the emotional importance and trust that the
victimized child had placed in the preexisting relationship
to the molester, and the surrounding subcultural norms that
reward or condone sexual or other violent behavior.^’
From another perspective. Tower describes child
sexual abuse as having five distinct stages. The engagement
phase during which the perpetrator gains access to the
child, engages him or her, and conveys to the child that the
behavior is acceptable. They basically rely on the child's
need for contact and affection to work to their advantage.
The second phase is sexual interaction, in which the actual
sexual contact takes place. The third phase or the secrecy
phase ensures that the abuse can continue as the perpetrator
uses his power to dominate, bribe, emotionally blackmail, or
threaten the child into keeping the act a secret.
“Finkelhor and Browne, "Traumatic Impact of Child
Sexual Abuse; A Conceptualization," 536.
^■'Albert J. Reiss and Jeffrey A. Roth, eds..
Understanding and Preventing Violence (Washington, DC:
National Academy Press, 1993), 112.
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During the disclosure phase, the abuse is uncovered
either by the child telling, the perpetrator seeks help, or
the act is discovered by accident when someone observes what
is taking place or the child displays physical or emotional
trauma resulting from the abuse. Examples of the trauma
include vaginal tears, venereal diseases or age-
inappropriate sexual behavior. It is important to note that
disclosure may not occur until the child reaches
adulthood.“ The fifth and final phase is the suppression
phase and occurs when those close to the child encourage and
often compel the child to recant or forget the abuse as a
direct result of their own abhorrence of the issue or fear
of scandal, stigma or consequences.^®
There are similarities and differences within these
two theories. The similarities include the notion that
children who are sexually abused, are placed in a position
where they are unable to protect themselves from the abuse.
However, while Finkelhor conceptualizes about the experience
or trauma the child experiences. Tower describes the actual
steps or progression of the development of the abuse itself.
Theories of Violence
The National Research Council defines violence as
behavior by a person against a person that intentionally
^®Tower, Understanding Child Abuse and Neglect, 140.
^®Ibid.
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threatens, attempts, or actually inflicts harm.^° This
definition is noted to also be similar or inclusive of the
definition of aggression. Wilson, in describing African
Americans, defines violence as a form of social interaction
or a type of "social relationship."^^ He further explains
that this violence is grounded in civil history and that it
symbolizes a type of proactive and reaction relative to that
history.“
Garret, looking at violent behaviors among African
American adolescents, examines Erickson's developmental
stages of identity versus identity confusion to explain
violent behaviors within this population. He defined
violent acts as including murder, assault with intent to
murder, assault with intent to do great bodily harm and
carrying a concealed weapon.Explaining Erickson, Vander
Zanden stated that there are eight developmental stages of
human development. Within these stages, certain
developmental tasks and crises arise that individuals must
struggle through. A crisis is described as a person's
psychological efforts to adapt to the demands of the social
^°Ibid., 35.
^^Amos Wilson, Understanding Black Adolescent Male
Violence; Its Remediation and Prevention (New York; Afrikan
World Infosystems, 1992), 5.
“Ibid.
“Daryl Garret, "Violent Behaviors Among African
American Adolescents," Adolescence 30, no. 117 (Spring
1995); 209.
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environment. Each part of the personality has a particular
time in the life span when it must develop if it is going to
develop at all.** During adolescence, the main theme in
life is to establish an identity. Garret postulates that
identity is crucial for African American adolescents,
particularly in light of racism, poor education and lack of
employment opportunities.*®
Whether adolescents live in the growing
African American middle class or within the
underclass, society has a tendency to look at
him fearfully and disapprovingly. Johnson
hypothesized that the lack of positive
identity accompanied by social rejection
eventually leads African American teenagers
into alcohol and drug use, and violent
activities.*®
When referring to the contributing factors to violent
behaviors. Garret maintains that a family's failure to
provide adolescent's psychological needs, causes adolescents
to suffer from identity diffusion as described by
Erickson.*''
From another standpoint, Elliott states that violence
is a learned behavior and that everyone has the potential
for violence, but most persons employ nonviolent methods of
**James Vander Zanden, Human Development. 5th ed. (New
York: McGraw-Hill, 1993), 39.





achieving their purpose.^® Elliott's view of the learning
theory is based on Bandura's cognitive learning theory.
Cognitive learning theorists say that our capacity to use
symbols affords us a powerful means for comprehending and
dealing with our environment." Behavior is mainly
determined within a social context. The focus is on the
interrelationship between violence in the context of home,
media, or community.
Modern psychological perspectives also emphasize that
aggressive behavior is a learned response to frustration,
and that they can also be learned as instruments for
achieving goals. The learning occurs by observing models of
such behavior which can be seen within the family, the
community, through the media or in violent pornography.®"
Children who have learned that violent behavior "works" in
these arenas, it is argued, may have a greater potential to
conduct themselves violently as adults.
For many youth, violence is either the only or the
most effective way to achieve status, respect and other
basic social and personal needs. There is little prosocial
modeling of alternative ways of dealing with conflict.
"Delbert Elliott, "Youth Violence An Overview," Center
for the Study and Prevention of Violence, Microsoft Internet
Explorer (March 1994).
"Vander Zanden, Human Development. 53.
®°Reiss and Roth, Understanding and Preventing
Violence. 101.
22
Violence is viewed as a form of power and it is the only
form of power available. When such limited alternatives are
combined with a weak commitment to moral norms, what Elliott
referred to as internal controls, and little monitoring or
supervision of behavior, external controls, violent behavior
becomes rational. The potential rewards are great and the
perceived costs are few.^^
A child learns aggressive behavior by observing or
participating in situations in which violence occurs, by
experiencing emotional states that are associated with
violence, and by observing or experiencing rewards or
punishments related to violent events. If such social
learning indoctrinates aggression or violence as an
appropriate response to frustration, anger or opportunities,
then the behavior may later be activated by cues such as
frustration over school, failure or loss of a competition,
anger at another persons behavior, or recognition of an
opportunity to gain money by robbery, social status by
fighting, or compliance with one's wishes by threats of
violence.^®
Toomey views masculinity as being tied to aggression
stating that males talk and act aggressively, and often
violently. To be gentle is to be considered a wimp.
^^Elliott, "Youth Violence An Overview."
^^Reiss and Roth, Understanding and Preventing
Violence. 104.
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Adolescent males are coming of age before an openly violent
backdrop unmatched in our history.Sherman however,
approaches the problem linking urban crime and poverty
declaring that childhood poverty appears to increase the
likelihood that children will become delinquent or violent.
If they do not receive help, these children stand a good
chance of moving onto the adult criminal justice system.^**
For Sherman, poverty and crime go hand in hand.
In general, when looking at violence as it relates to
abuse, the abuse experienced by children causes a
developmental crisis to occur. In their frustration the
children learn that in order to protect themselves from
further victimization from anyone, and to ensure their
masculinity, anger and violence is a viable alternative. In
addition to the violence observed in its many forms within
society, they have learned that violence works.
Related Research
Most of the information gathered relating to sexual
abuse has historically been based on studies conducted on
females. Little is known about the extent, consequences and
effects of the sexual abuse of boys due to the lack of both
®^Michele Toomey, "The Price of Masculinity Based on
Violence," The Education Digest (December 1992): 44.
^‘Arloc Sherman, Wasting Americans Future: The
Children's Defense Fund Report on the Costs of Child Poverty
(Boston: Beacon press, 1994), 88.
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clinical and empirical evidence.^® Bagley also confirms
this by stating that although knowledge is now being
accumulated on the long term psychological effects on the
sexual abuse of girls, research findings on the long-term
effects on boys provide less comprehensive knowledge.^®
Much of this difficulty is a direct result of the lack of
reporting of male victims, which also effects the prevalence
rates.
Researchers such a Schwartz, Scott and Finkelhor
state that unlike their female counterparts, males are less
likely to report being victims of sexual abuse.
It is difficult to ascertain the true
incidence of sexually abused boys. It appears
to most experts in the field that social
taboos and attitudes towards maleness have
hampered the amassing of hard data . . . Not
only are males reluctant to report, but
parents are adverse to seek help for their
male children.^®
In explaining the under reporting of males, Schwartz
illustrates the psychological conflicts caused by society's
®®Claudio Violate and Mark Genius, "Factors Which
Differentiate Sexually Abused from Nonabused Males; An
Exploratory Study,” Psychological Reports 72 (1993); 767.
^“Christopher Bagley, Michael Wood, and Loretta Young,
"Victim to Abuser; Mental Health and Behavioral Sequels to
Child Sexual Abuse in a Community Survey of Young Adult
Males," Child Abuse and Neglect 18, no. 8 (1994); 684.
^’Martin Schwartz, "Negative Impact of Sexual Abuse on
Adult Male Gender; Issues and Strategies of Intervention,"




definitions of masculinity. These encompass the male
displayed as the aggressor, not the recipient in sexual
activity including, the fact that men are not supposed to be
victims. Accompanying this view, taking into consideration
the fact that most perpetrators of sexual abuse are males,
the victims have to cope with the unacceptable insult of
their gender identity that they have been involved in a
homosexual act.^® In addition, Scott points out that most
males have been socialized from early childhood to hide any
physical and emotional vulnerability.
Such a stereotype opposes the image of the
vulnerable child victim and presents a
conflict for men who were sexually abused as
children. In order to acknowledge the sexual
abuse, they also confront the vulnerability
prohibition.*®
Society also insinuates that boys should be able to
protect themselves from the abuse which perpetuates the
scenario of blaming the victim. When males do admit to the
abuse, it is viewed as a sign of not being a man. Being
abused is also perceived as a sign of weakness.*^
Finkelhor concludes that the true prevalence figures
for the sexual abuse experience of boys under 13 might be
between 2.5 and 5%. Including cases from ages 13-18 raises
=*®Ibid., 181.
*°W. Scott, "Group Therapy with Sexually Abused Boys:
Towards Managing Behavior," Clinical Social Work Journal 20
(1992): 400.
*^Schwartz, "Negative Impact of Sexual Abuse on Adult
Male Gender: Issues and Strategies of Intervention," 181.
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the estimate to between 11 and 16.4%.*^ Schwartz notes that
all surveys all point to a higher rate of sexual abuse than
those reported by protective services, clinical studies and
hospital records. This would indicate that not only is the
sexual abuse of boys underreported, but treatment is not
sought for the victims.^®
Indicators of child sexual abuse are in fact initial
shorter term effects that are manifested by victims.
Clinicians report the victims of child sexual abuse display
fear, immaturity and neurotic behaviors as well as high
levels of aggression and antisocial behavior. Although not
geared towards African-American adolescents, it has been
substantiated that early indicators are difficult to assess
as they vary according to the developmental level of the
victim and often differ from one child to another.** Tower
further states that the degree of trauma experienced by
children depends on several variables such as the type of
abuse, the identity of the abuser, the duration and extent
of the abuse, the child's age, reactions of significant
*“Finkelhor, Araji, Baron, Browne, Peters and Wyatt, A
Sourcebook on Child Sexual Abuse. 65.
*^Schwartz, "Negative Impact of Sexual Abuse on Adult
Male Gender: Issues and Strategies of Intervention," 181.
**Cheryl Ann Black and Richard DeBlassie, "Sexual Abuse
in Male Children and Adolescents: Indicators, Effects, and
Treatments," Adolescence 28, no. 109 (Spring 1993): 125.
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others at the disclosure, when the abuse is disclosed, and
the personality structure of the child.
In their review of developmental literature exploring
the effects of incest on self and social functioning from a
"developmental psychopathology perspective," Cole and Putnam
contend that certain psychological outcomes in adulthood
have a high probability of association with a history of
incest, and that self-development is a central organizing
construct for understanding such outcomes.*® They regard
the specific effects of the pervasive sustained stress of
incest to be more pronounced in the domains of self
development, specifically in terms of self regulatory
process, particularly regulation of affect and impulse
control.
Janus, Burgess and McCormack determined within their
study of 89 Canadian male runaways that sexually abused
males have more difficulty with their feelings, and their
relationships with people along with a fear of men. They
also have greater trouble with school officials, employers
and withdraw from their friends more often than do their
counterparts who have not been abused. These views are
*®Tower, Understanding Child Abuse and Neglect. 146.
*®Pamela M. Cole and Frank W. Putnam, "Effects of
Incest on Self and Social Functioning: A Developmental
Psychopathology Perspective," Journal of Consulting and
Clinical Psychology 60, no. 2 (1992): 174.
*’Ibid., 175.
28
supported by others such as Kittle and Tuana, Carmen, Keiker
and Mills, and Mouzakilis.*®
Many researchers have compared the traumas suffered
by sexually abused children to be similar to post traumatic
stress syndrome.®* Child sexual abuse shares the elements
of pervasiveness of threat and chronic stress with community
violence. In both, the child lives in a situation where he
or she is continually socially exposed to current and
potential traumatizers with attendant stress and anxiety.®®
Victims of child sexual abuse experience numerous
interpersonal problems and maladaptive behaviors that impede
their productivity and quality of life.
Sebold noted that with sexually abused males, issues
of power and control are often significant. He states that
the sexually abused male may often use threatening behaviors
to assure himself that he can ward of any possible future
sexual approaches within his environment.
The sexually abused adolescent male's ability
to intimidate or overpower other people can in
turn reinforce behavior and lead to further
and more extreme types of aggression . . .
Some therapists perceive this cycle of
aggression as being similar to an addictive
process in which the male gets a "shot” of
power and control only to become more
®®M. D. Janus, A. W. Burgess, and A. McCormack,
•'Histories of Sexual Abuse in Adolescent Male Runaways,"
Adolescence 22, no. 86 (1986): 409.
®®Frank Putnam and P. Trickett, "Child Sexual Abuse: A
Model of Chronic Trauma," Psychiatry 56 (February 1993): 84.
®°Ibid.
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depressed and eventually need a more powerful
dose of aggression in order to feel capable
and in control.®^
Further, yet not specific to sexual abuse, arrest
records find that abused and neglected children are more
likely to become violent. A recent National Institute of
Justice study compared arrest records of 908 persons who had
court-substantiated cases of abuse or neglect prior to age
12 with those of a demographically matched comparison group
of 667 children with no official abuse or neglect histories.
Researchers found that 26% of abused or neglected children
eventually had a juvenile arrest record, compared with 17%
of children who were not abused.“ Abused or neglected
children were also more likely to have an adult arrest
record for violent crime (11% compared with 8%).®^ It
should be noted however, that Janus, Burgess and McCormack
who studied male runaways found that sexually abused males
did not differ significantly from the nonsexually abused
within their study on runaways on the rates of delinquency.
Although, when responding to the item of participation in
“John Sebold, "Indicators of Child Sexual Abuse in
Males," Social Casework: The Journal of Contemporary Social
Work Family Service of America (February 1987): 77.
®^Snyder and Sickmund, Juvenile Offenders and Victims:
A National Report. 42.
®=‘Ibid.
30
physical violence, a higher number of sexually abused, 65%,
reported they had compared to 62% of the nonabused.®*
In reviewing previous research on general delinquent
behaviors, which include acts of violence, family structure
and family relationships, as well as socioeconomic status of
the family have been correlated with delinquent behaviors.
Among African American and Caucasian families, low levels of
affection and high levels of family conflict are associated
with delinquent behaviors. Dysfunctional levels of family
cohesion are also related to delinquency, although the type
of dysfunction appears to differ between African American
and Caucasians.®®
Delinquent behaviors also appear to be more prevalent
in mother-only households and in natural parent-stepparent
homes. Thus family structure and family relationship
variables are included in this predictive study of
adolescent violent behavior.®® This study confirms that
there are differences in violent behaviors between ethnic
groups, which is further confirmed by the National Report
from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention in their study of juvenile offenders and victims.
®*Janus, Burgess, and McCormack, "Histories of Sexual
Abuse in Adolescent Male Runaways," 409.
®®Connie Salts, Byron Lindholm, Wallace Goddard and
Stephen Duncan, "Predictive Variables of Violent Behaviors




The statistics reveal that African American males ages 14-17
are more likely than other juveniles to be homicide victims,
and are more likely to be a victim of violent crime.®’ In
1994, 1 in 5 murdered juveniles were known to be killed by a
juvenile offender.
Delinquency rates differ substantially by race.
Within the study of juvenile offenders and victims,
delinquency was defined utilizing the categories of person
and property offenses, drug violations, and public disorder
offenses, which identified violent behaviors.®® In 1992,
the delinquent case rate for African Americans juveniles
(114.2) was more than double the rate for white juveniles
(44.9) and nearly triple the rate for juvenile offenders of
other races (40.4). For offenses against persons, the
delinquent case rate for African Americans were 30.1
compared to 8.0 for whites. (Delinquency case rates per 100
juveniles ages 10 - upper age.)®* In 1992, African
Americans were referred to juvenile court at a rate more
than double that of whites.®®
Since 1987, African American juvenile homicide
offenders have outnumbered white homicide offenders. In
®’Snyder and Sickmund, Juvenile Offenders and Victims:





1987, 48% of juvenile homicide offenders were white and a
slightly smaller proportion were African American (46%). By
1994 61% of the same offenders were African American, while
36% were white.As can be seen from these statistics,
violent crime is on the increase, and it is effecting
African American adolescents in a disproportionately higher
rate when compared to whites. If the trends continue as
they have over the past ten years, juvenile arrests for
violent crime will be doubled by the year 2010, increasing
by 22%.®^ However, researchers caution that these
projections maybe low.®^ Despite these statistics, one must
look at the wider factors, specifically sexual abuse, as
contributing to violence, particularly within the adolescent
population.
Conceptual Framework
From the above review, little empirical studies have
been conducted on the effects of child sexual abuse in
African American males. While there have been many studies
on the causes and effects of violence within this
population, researchers have not looked at sexual abuse as
®^Ibid., 22.
®^Snyder and Sickmund, Juvenile Offenders and Victims;
A National Report, 111.
®^Howard N. Snyder, Melissa Sickmund, and Eileen Poe-
Yamagata, Juvenile Offenders and Victims; 1996 Update on
Violence (Washington, DC; Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention, 1996).
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being an indicator for violent behavior in African American
male adolescents. This study will look at the two variables
and will operate under the conceptual framework that
adolescents who experience sexual abuse are jeopardized due
to the continuing task of integrating the multiple and
changing aspects of self into a coalesced, coherent whole.
The adolescents has reliance on coping strategies which
preempt reflection, reasoning and planning, increasing the
likelihood of acting impulsively leading to violent
behavior. These actions are the result of the feelings of
betrayal and powerlessness felt by the victims. Finkelhor's
dynamic of powerlessness distorts a child's sense of their
ability to control their lives.
Based on Finkelhor's traumagenic dynamics, and
Elliott's, along with the National Research Council, views
of violence as a learned behavior, as a result of being
sexually abused as children, this researcher postulates that
African American adolescents have learned to use violence as
a way of obtaining status, power and control. Such
behaviors are the result of the anger stemming from being
betrayed by someone who was in a position to protect or
nurture them. Their actions are a way of protecting
themselves from further abuse or betrayals by anyone.
As a way of regaining a sense of power over
themselves and their environment these adolescents have a
need to control and dominate which is expressed by being
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tough, powerful and fearsome. Since violent behavior is
viewed as a form of power, and what seems to them the only
form of power available, it becomes a survival technique. A
way of "getting", hurting or striking out first before they
themselves are hurt again. With no prosocial modeling of
alternate ways of dealing with conflict or their fears,
violent behaviors become the only natural alternative for
survival.
Statement of Hypothesis
The major hypotheses of this study were:
Hypothesis 1; There is a statistical significant
difference between the occurrence of violent behaviors by
African American male adolescents who were sexually abused
as children and those who were not.
Hypothesis 2: There is a statistically significant
difference in fighting behaviors by African American male
adolescents who were sexually abused and those who were not.
Hypothesis 3; There is a statistically significant
difference in seeking assistance from others when faced with
difficult life events by African American male adolescents
who were sexually abused as children and those who were not.
Definition of Terms
Adolescent indicates those males who are between the
ages of 12 and 18.**
**Vander Zanden, Human Development. 52.
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African American is defined as individuals who has
defined themselves as Black or African American and had also
been identified by those within service delivery systems as
Black or African American.
Sexual abuse has been defined by researchers in a
variety of ways. Sexual abuse has been defined in legal
terms, civil and criminal, along with clinical terms. For
the purpose of this study, sexual abuse is defined as any
sexual contact or activity with a child by an adult
including, sexual intercourse, anal penetration, exposure to
the genitals of another or showing one's own genitals, oral
sex, fondling, kissing or hugging in sexual ways, touching
sexual organs, being made to watch someone else masturbate
or masturbating someone else, or being involved in child
prostitution or pornography.®®
The Georgia Criminal and Traffic Law Manual of
1993's®® definition of sexual abuse was also utilized to
assist agency staff in identifying adolescents with
histories/incidences of sexual abuse. It states that
sexual abuse means a person's employing, using
persuading, inducing, enticing, or coercing
any minor who is not that person's spouse to
engage in any act which involves all types of
sexual intercourse; bestiality; masturbation;
lewd exhibition of the genitals or pubic area
of any person; flagellation Of torture by or
upon a person who is nude; physical contact in
®®Finkelhor, Sexually Victimized Children, 169.
®®Georgia Criminal and Traffic Law Manual - 1993.
19-5-7 (3.1), 31.
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an act apparent sexual stimulation or
gratification with any person's clothed or
undressed genitals, pubic area or buttocks, or
with a females clothed or unclothed breasts;
defecation or urination for the purpose of
sexual stimulation; or penetration of the
vagina or rectum by an object except when done
as part of a recognized medical procedure.*’
Violent behavior is defined behaviorally as the
action of threatening ones peers, destroying property,
carrying a weapon, fighting, displaying positive attitude
towards violence and committing violent offenses,*® that
is, battery, simple battery, robbery, assault, sexual
assault, murder or attempted murder.*®
*’Ibid.
**Niki Gotten, J. Resnick, D. Browne, S. L. Martin, D.
McCarraher, and J. Woods, "Aggression and Fighting Among
African American Adolescents: Individual and Family
Factors," American Journal of Public Health 84, no. 4 (April
1994); 618.
*®Snyder and Sickmund, Juvenile Offenders and Victims;
A National Report. 111.
CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
This study discusses the differences in the
occurrence of violence between African American male
adolescents who were sexually abused as children and those
who were not in order to determine whether or not there is a
statistical significance between the two groups.
Research Design
A comparative research design utilizing a t-test was
utilized in this descriptive study. Utilizing a convenience
sampling procedure, a non-probability technique, 30
voluntary participants were selected for this study. Eight
were identified as having described incidence/histories of
sexual abuse by a juvenile service delivery staff and 22 had
no substantiated histories of sexual abuse. The final
population utilized consisted of eight participants for each
group.
Site and Setting
The southern metropolitan city of Atlanta in the
state of Georgia was selected for this study. This study
was conducted at the Fulton County Multi-Service Center, a
division of the Georgia Department of Children and Youth
Services (DCYS). The DCYS provides supervision, detention
and a wide range treatment and educational services for
youth referred to the Department by the courts, and provides
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assistance for delinquency prevention services for at risk
youth through collaborative efforts with other public,
private and community entities. The Division of Community
Programs, under which the Multi-Service is located, on a
daily basis, services almost 14,000 youth state wide and the
division manages 8 districts. The Fulton County Multi-
Service Center is located at 1513 East Cleveland Avenue in
East Point, Georgia.
The mission of DCYS is to protect the youth of
Georgia and the public by providing programs to prevent
juvenile crime providing safe and secure detention and
incarnation and effective community supervision based on
risk and needs of the youth and in all cases providing
effective programs, including education, that lead youth to
law abiding behavior. The organization has a holistic
approach to treatment services in partnership with law
enforcement, the Department of Corrections and other
agencies as appropriate. The study was conducted in a
classroom of the Multi-Service Center.
Sampling
A population of African-American male adolescents who
are known to the Georgia Department of Children and Youth
Services were selected utilizing a convenience sampling
procedure, a non-probability technique. A letter was sent
to the agency director explaining the study and requesting
permission to conduct the study with their population.
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Permission was obtained from the director of the facility.
To ensure anonymity, a case review method was used by staff
utilizing a checklist (Appendix B) to identify those with
incidence/histories of sexual abuse. The checklist provided
by the researcher was used to assist staff in identifying
clients with incidence/histories of sexual abuse based on
the researchers definition of sexual abuse along with the
Georgia Criminal and Traffic Law Manual of 1993's definition
of sexual abuse. A total of 30 participants were identified
by staff. Of these thirty, 8 were identifies by staff
through the use of the checklist as having incidence/
histories of sexual abuse. When the 30 met in the classroom
to participate in the survey, the staff further advancing
anonymity, assisted the researcher by distributing
questionnaires to those identified with incidence/histories
of child sexual abuse. The researcher distributed the
remainder to those without incidence/histories of child
sexual abuse.
Instrumentation
While a checklist format was utilized to select the
sample of African American adolescents with incidence/
histories of child sexual abuse, the instrument utilized for
data collection in this study was developed based on two
reliable and valid instruments, the "Student Opinion Survey"
and the "Adolescent Coping Orientation for Problem
Experiences (A-COPE)." Originally developed by the Center
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for Disease Control, the "Student Opinion Survey" was used
to measure aggression and fighting behavior of African
American middle school students in 1993.^ The survey was
adapted to gather information concerning characteristics of
the student such as aggressiveness, fighting behavior,
attitudes towards violence, weapon carrying behavior gender
and age.
Although not related to this study, the researchers
who developed the "Student Opinion Survey" also utilized it
to gather information about the perceived characteristics of
the students' families, such as the students perception of
their families towards violence. Several items on the
questionnaire were tested and re-tested as assessed by
Cronbach's alpha over a three month period. The student's
aggressiveness interval consistency score was .75 while
student's attitude towards interpersonal violence
consistency score was .73.^
The A-COPE questionnaire was developed by Paterson
and McCubbin for the purpose of measuring adolescent coping
behaviors. It has been used with several adolescents
including 241 male junior and high school students. There
were no differences in A-COPE scores based on race. The
^Gotten, Resnick,D. Browne, Martin, McCarraher, and
Woods, "Aggression and Fighting Among African American
Adolescents: Individual and Family Factors," 619.
^Ibid.
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scale is scored using subscales which range from .50 to
.75.^ The A-COPE also has a fairly predictive validity.
For this study, items from the second subscale with the
alpha range of .75 were utilized.
The adapted questionnaire for this study consisted of
54 items. Questions 1 through 4, in the first section of
the questionnaire focused on demographic data such as age,
grade level and arrest history. The second section,
consisting of items 5-21, assessed the participants feelings
toward fighting. The third section contained items 22-44,
and assessed their violent inclinations. Section four,
contained items 45-48, and assessed their posture toward
violence. The last section, section five consisted of items
49 through 54. This section assessed how participants
manage hardship and relieve the discomfort associated with
life changes and difficult life events.
The scale lists seventeen statements that seek to
determine aggressive or violent orientation. Participants
were to respond to a 4 point scale indicating "disagree a
lot" and 4 indicating "agree a lot." The endorsed responses
were summed to create an aggression score, with low, medium,
and high scores indicating a non-aggressive orientation (the
lowest possible score being 17), and high scores indicating
aggressive orientation (the highest possible score being
68).
^Joel Fisher and Kevin Corcoran, Measures for Clinical
Practice; A Sourcebook. 2d ed., vol. 1 (New York: The Free
Press, 1994), 401.
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The third section consisted of items 22-44 which were
to examine participants' posture towards violence. The
items were to assess how participants describe themselves on
a 23 item scale. Participants were to indicate their answer
on a three point scale indicating 0 "never true", 1
"sometimes true", and 2 "often true." The endorsed responses
were summed to create a score indicating their posture
towards violence with low, medium, and high scores. The
lowest score, which is 0, indicated a low tendency towards
violent behavior, while a high score indicated a high
tendency towards violence. The highest possible score was
46.
The fourth section consisting of items 45-48 was
designed to determine participants perception towards
violence by describing how they felt about using the use of
violence. The endorsed responses were summed to create a
score indicating their perceptions to using violence with
score levels of high, medium, and low. High scores
indicated participants probability of utilizing violence
were high while a low score would indicate the probability
of their using violence were low.
Section 5, containing items 49-54 was designed to
determine how participants manage hardships and relieve the
discomfort associated with life changes or difficult life
events. The responses will be divided into high, medium and
low, with the highest possible score being 30. A high score
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would indicate that when confronted with difficult
situations, participants try to deal with the situation by
seeking assistance from others. A low score would indicate
that they are more likely to deal with those difficulties by
themselves. (The lowest possible score being 6.)
Data Collection
Two data collection periods were selected. One
grouping of adolescents were taken from the Fulton Community
School, while another group was taken from the after-school
program and data was collected in a classroom setting at
different times. Group A, participants with
incidence/histories of child sexual abuse, was given even
numbered questionnaires and Group B, participants without
incidence/histories of sexual abuse, odd numbered. Those
with incidence/histories of sexual abuse were identified by
staff, who handed them even numbered questionnaires. The
questionnaire and study were explained to the participants
prior to their completing the instrument.
Special care was given to establish rapport with the
participants prior to the administration of the
questionnaire to increase the probability of honest
responses to the questions that might have been sensitive to
the participants. The researcher was available to answer
any questions participants had concerning the instrument.
All of the participants were thanked by the researcher when
the questionnaires were returned. They were also assured
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All of the participants were thanked by the researcher when
the questionnaires were returned. They were also assured
that the data they provided would be confidential and
anonymous. After the questionnaire was completed, the
researcher, at the request of the participants, held a
general, informal discussion with the adolescents regarding
the study, and the effects of violence on their lives.
Data Analysis
The methods used in this study consisted of frequency
distribution and cross-tabulation. A t-Test was used to
determine if there is a statistically significant difference
between the two groups. Group A and Group B, in attitudes
toward violence. Cross tabulations were utilized to
establish whether there were any differences in the means
between Group A and Group B in their overall age, and the
age they were first arrested. The data were coded into a
computer and analyzed by the use of the statistical computer
program. Statistical Package for Social Sciences.* Since
there were more respondents without histories of sexual
abuse, the researcher, for statistical purposes, randomly
selected the required number of completed questionnaires by
choosing every other odd numbered questionnaire until the
quota was reached.
*N. H. Nie, Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences, 2d ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1995).
CHAPTER FOUR
PRESENTATION OF RESULTS
The checklist utilized to identify the population for
this study was carried out by the agency staff, along with
the questionnaire yielded the subsequent results for the
study. The results for the study are as follows: (1)
Demographics which includes age, grade, arrest history, and
age of first arrest; (2) participants feelings toward
fighting; (3) violent inclinations; (4) posture toward
violence; (5) managing hardship and relieving discomfort.
Demographics
Demographics on age are presented by frequency and







13 1 (12.5%) 1 (6.3%)
14 1 (12.5%) 1 (6.3%)
15 2 (25.0%) 3 (37.5%) 5 (31.3%)
16 1 (12.5%) 4 (50.0%) 5 (31.3%)
17 (37.5%) _i (12.5%) _4 (25.0%)
Total 8 8 16
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Of the participants who responded, 1 (6.3%) was age
thirteen, 1 (6.3%) was age fourteen. Five (31.5%) were ages
fifteen, and 5 were sixteen. Four (25%) were age seventeen.
Within the abused population more of the respondents were
seventeen years of age while within the non-abused




Groups Mean SD N %
Not Abused 15.7500 .7071 8 (50%)
Abused 15.500 1.5119 8 (50%)
Total Population 16.6250 1.1475 16 (100%)
The average age of participants within both groups
was 16 years. However, there is a slight difference between
both groups in that the non-abused were slightly older than
the abused.
The findings in reference to grade that participants





Groups Mean SD N %
Not Abused 9.8750 .8345 8 (50.0%)
Abused 9.5000 2.736 6 (37.5%)
Abused - No Response 0.000 0.000 2 (12.5%)





participants who responded, on
were in the tenth grade. Those
appear to have slightly more on








Age Abused Abused Totals
7 1 (12.5%) 1 (6.3%)
8 2 (25.0%) 2 (12.5%)
9 3 (37.5%) 3 (18.8%)
10 3 (37.5%) 3 (18.5%)
11 2 (25.0%) 2 (25.0%) 4 (25.0%)
12 1 (12.5%) 1 (6.3%)
No Response _a (25.0%) — _z (12.5%)
Total 8 (50.0%) 8 (50.0%) 16 (100.0%)
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Of the participants who responded, 1 (6.3%) were in
the seventh grade, 2 (12.5%) were in the eighth grade, 3
(18.8%) were in both the ninth and tenth grades, and 4 (25%)
were in the eleventh grade while 2 (12.5%) did not report
their grade level.
The results of the participants response to the
question of prior arrests are reflected in the arrest




Groups Mean SD N %
Not Abused 1.000 .0000 8 (50.0%)
Abused 1.000 .0000 8 (50.0%)
Total Population 1.000 .0000 16 (100.0%)









10 1 (12.5%) 1 (6.3%)
12 1 (12.5%) 1 (6.3%)
13 2 (25.0%) 5 (65.5%) 7 (43.8%)
14 3 (37.5%) 1 (12.5%) 4 (25.0%)
15 1 (12.5%) 1 (12.5%) 2 (12.5%)
17 -L (12.5%) -k (12.5%) (6.3%)
Total 8 (50.0%) 8 (50.0%) 16 (100%)
Of the participants who responded, 1 (6.3%) was first
arrested at age 10 and 1 (6.3%) was first arrested at age
12. Seven (43.8%) were first arrested at the age of 13, 4
(25%) by the age of 14, 2 (12.5%) by the age of 15, and 1
(12.5%) by the age of 17. Within the non-abused group, the
majority of respondents (65.5%) were first arrested by age
13, while within the abused group, the majority arrested
(37.5%) were first arrested at age 14.
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TABLE 7
AGE OF FIRST ARREST (MEAN)
(N = 16)
Groups Mean SO N %
Not Abused 13.2500 .8864 8 (50%)
Abused 13.7500 1.9821 8 (50%)
Total Population 13.500 1.5055 16 (100%)
On average the non-abused group were first arrested
at age 13 years, while within the abused group, the average
age when first arrested was 14 years. There is also a
higher degree of dispersion within the abused group from the
mean.
Further findings of the study are presented as
participants feelings towards fighting.
Participants Feelings Toward Fighting
Questions 5-21 were collapsed into a score reflecting
participant's feelings towards violence shown in Table 8.
Based on those scores, it was determined that there is no
statistically significant difference between non-abused and
abused African American male adolescents with reference to
participants feelings toward fighting.
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TABLE 8
FEELINGS TOWARD FIGHTING: ANALYSIS OF t-TEST
Groups Mean SD t-Value P




There is a mean difference of -.2500 between
nonabused and abused African American male adolescents.
Further findings of questions 5-21 are found in
descriptive terms.
Question 5 shows a mean score of 1.875 for the non¬
abused group and 1.250 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (50% non-abused and 75% abused) did not agree
that they could get more out of fighting than they could
lose.
Question 6 showed a mean score of 1.7500 for the non¬
abused and 1.375 for the abused population. On average,
both groups (62.5% non-abused and 75% abused) disagreed that
they would fight if challenged.
Question 7 showed a mean score of 1.875 for the non-
abused and 2.000 for the abused. On average both groups
(62.5% each) disagreed a lot that they would be a coward if
they walked away from a fight.
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Question 8 showed a mean score of 1.500 for the non-
abused group and 2.000 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (75% for the non-abused group and 62.5% for the
abused group) disagreed a lot that there was no way to stop
a fight once it started.
Question 9 showed a mean score of 2.000 for the non-
abused group and 3.250 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (50% for the non-abused and 75% for the abused)
disagree a lot that the best way to deal with someone who
steals from you is by beating them up.
Question 10 showed a mean score of 6.250 for the non-
abused group and 3.250 for the abused group. On average
non-abused respondents disagree a little and agreed a little
that they would walk away if someone called them a name
(37.5% for both responses), while the abused respondents
(62.5%) agrees a lot that they would walk away.
Question 11 showed a mean score of 2.000 for the non-
abused group and 1.250 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (62.5% non-abused and 87.5% abused) disagree a
lot that they would feel safer in a fight if they had a gun.
Question 12 showed a mean score of 1.875 for the non-
abused and 1.250 for the abused group. On average, both
groups (62.5% non-abused and 87.5% abused) disagree a lot
that they would feel safer in a fight if they had a gun.
Question 13 showed a mean score of 3.625 for the non-
abused groups and 3.125 for the abused group. On average.
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both group agree a lot (75% non-abused and 62.5% abused)
that the best way to stop a fight before it starts is to
stop the argument.
Question 14 showed a mean score of 2.750 for the non-
abused group and 3.125 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (37.5% non-abused and 50% abused) agreed a lot
that anyone who won't fight would be "picked on" even more.
Question 15 showed a mean score of 3.500 for the non-
abused and 3.625 for the abused. On average, both groups
(50% non-abused and 75% abused) agreed a lot that they do
not have to fight when mad.
Question 16 showed a mean score of 3.000 for the non-
abused and 2,750 for the abused. On average, the non-abused
group agreed a little (37.5%) and a lot (37.5%) that it is
OK to hit someone who hits you first, while the abused (50%)
agreed a lot.
Question 17 showed a mean score of 1.500 for the non-
abused and 2.000 for the abused. On average, both groups
(62.5% for both groups) disagree a lot that when they are
really mad, there is no way to stop themselves from
fighting.
Question 18 showed a mean score of 2.125 for the non-
abused group and 2.143 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (50% non-abused and 57.4% abused) disagree a lot
that it is necessary to fight with people who are rude and
annoying.
54
Question 19 showed a mean score of 1.375 for the non-
abused and 2.000 for the abused group. On average, the non-
abused group disagreed a lot (75%) that a girl should fight
someone who she sees flirting with her boyfriend while the
abuse group disagree a lot (37.5%) and a little (37.5%).
Question 20 showed a mean score of 1.750 for the non-
abused and 2.000 for the abused group. On average, both
groups (62.5% for each) disagree a lot that their families
would be proud of them if they won a fight.
Question 21 showed a mean score of 2.125 for the non-
abused group and 3.000 for the abused roup. On average, the
non-abused group disagreed a lot and a little (37.5% for
both responses) that their families would want them to
defend themselves even if it meant using a weapon, while the
abused group disagreed a little (37.5%) and agreed a lot
(37.5%).
Further findings of the study are presented as
violent inclinations.
Violent Inclinations
Questions 22-44 were collapsed into a score
reflecting participant's violent inclinations shown in
Table 9. It was determined that there is no statistically
significant difference between non-abused and abused African




VIOLENT INCLINATIONS: ANALYSIS OF t-TEST
Groups Mean SD t-Value P




There is a mean difference of -.6250 between non-
abused and abused African American male adolescents.
Further findings of questions 22-44 are found in
descriptive terms.
Question 22 showed a mean score of .625 for the non-
abused group and .750 for the abused group. On average, the
non-abused group deny arguing a lot (50.0%) while the abused
group state that it is sometimes true that they argue a lot
(50.0%).
Question 23 showed a mean score of .500 for the non-
abused group and .750 for the abused group. The non-abused
group was split between not true (50%) and sometimes true
(50%) that they were mean to others, while (50%) the abused
group stated that it was sometimes true.
Question 24 showed a mean score of .250 for the non-
abused group and .125 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (75% non-abused and 87.5% abused) deny
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destroying property belonging to themselves or to others.
(75% non~abused and 87.5% abused)
Question 25 showed a mean score of.875 for the non-
abused group and .500 for the abused group On average, both
groups (37.5% non-abused, 50% abused) deny and stated that
it is sometime true (37.5% non-abused, 50% abused) that they
disobey their parents.
Question 26 showed a mean score of .750 for the non-
abused group and .250 for the abused group. On average, the
non-abused group (75%) stated that it was sometimes true
that they do not obey their teachers while the abused group
(75%) deny disobeying teachers.
Question 27 showed a mean score of 1.000 for the non-
abused and 1.125 for the abused group On average, more abuse
respondents (50%) stated that it was often true that they
felt guilty after doing something they should not, while the
non-abused were equally divided between not true (37.5%) and
often true (37.5%).
Question 28 showed a mean score of .625 for the non-
abused group and .250 for the abused group. On average,
respondents from both groups (50% non-abused and 75% abused)
deny getting into many fights.
Question 29 showed a mean score of 1.25 for the non-
abused group and .875 for the abused group. On average, the
non-abused group (50%) stated that it was often true that
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they hang around kids who get into trouble while the abused
group (50%) stated it was not true.
Question 30 showed a mean score of 1.000 for the non-
abused group and 1.250 for the abused group. The non-abused
group was divided between not true (3.5%) and often true
(37.5%) for carrying a weapon while the abused group (50%)
stated that it was often true that they carried a weapon.
Question 31 showed a mean score of 1.000 for the non-
abused and .850 for the abused group. On average, the non-
abused split between not true (37.4%) and often true (37.5%)
in threatening to hurt people while the abused group stated
that it is often true (62 5%) that they threaten to hurt
people.
Question 32 showed a mean score of.375 for the non-
abused group and .250 for the abused group. Both groups
(75% for each) deny considering to kill someone.
Question 33 showed a mean score of.500 for the non-
abused group and .625 for the abused group. Both groups
(62.5% non-abused and 50% abused) deny feeling in control
when people are afraid of them.
Question 34 showed a mean score of.625 for the non-
abused group and .875 for the abused group. On average, 50%
for each group deny using violence to protect themselves.
Question 35 showed a mean score of .375 for the non-
abused group and .250 for the abused group. On average.
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both groups deny (62.5% non-abused and 87.5% abused) having
attempting to kill someone.
Question 36 showed a mean score of .125 for the non-
abused group and .500 for the abused group. Both groups
deny using their bodies to frighten or hurt someone in order
to get what they wanted (87.5% non-abused and 75% abused).
Question 37 showed a mean score of .375 for the non-
abused group and .500 for the abused group. Both groups
(62.5% for each) deny using a weapon the frighten or hurt
someone in order to get what they wanted.
Question 38 showed a mean score of .125 for the non-
abused group and .375 for the abused group. Both groups
deny feeling good when they have hurt someone (87.5% non-
abused and 62.5% abused).
Question 39 showed a mean score of .125 for both
groups. Both groups (87.5% for each) state that it was not
OK to demand sex from someone.
Question 40 showed a mean score of .250 for the non-
abused and .375 for the abused group. Both groups (87.5%
non-abused and 75% abused) deny having demanded sex from a
person when that person did not want to have sex.
Question 41 showed a mean score of .125 for the non-
abused group and .375 for the abused group. Both groups
(87.5% non-abused and 75% abused) deny having forced someone
to have sex with them.
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Question 42 showed a mean score of .500 for the non-
abused group and 1.000 for the abused group. The non-abused
group denied having pushed, shoved, hit, punched or kicked
someone because they felt like it while within the abuse
group there was an equal split between not true and often
true (37.5% each).
Question 43 showed a mean score of 1.000 for the non-
abused group and .125 for the abused group. All of the non-
abused (100%) denied taking a person's life by accident.
Within in the abused group 87.5% deny taking a person s life
by accident while 12.5% stated that it was sometimes true
that they had.
Question 44 showed a mean score of.1250 for both
groups. Eighty-seven point five percent (87.5%) for each
group denied taking a life on purpose and 12.5% for each
group stated that it was sometimes true.
Further findings of this study are presented as
participants feelings toward fighting.
Posture Towards Violence
Questions 45-48 were collapsed into a score
reflecting participants' posture towards violence shown in
Table 10. Based on those scores, it was determined that
there is no statistically significant difference between
non-abused and abused African American male adolescents with
reference to the perception towards violence.
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TABLE 10
POSTURE TOWARD VIOLENCE: ANALYSIS OF t-TEST
Groups Mean SD t-Value P




There is a mean difference of 1.000 between non-
abused and abused African American male adolescents.
Further findings of questions 45-48 are found in
descriptive terms.
Question 45 showed a mean score of 1.125 for both
groups. On average, both groups (87.5% non-abused and 75%
abused) disagreed a little that threatening people made them
feel good.
Question 46 showed a mean score of 2.625 for the non-
abused group and 2.250 for the abused group. On average,
the non-abused agree a lot (50%) that taking the life of a
person is wrong while the abused group disagree a lot (50%)
that taking a person's life is wrong.
Question 47 showed a mean score of 1.625 for the non-
abused group and the 1.375 for the abused group. On
average, both groups (62.5% non-abused and 75% abused)
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disagree a lot that using violence makes a person more
powerful.
Question 48 showed a mean score of 1.375 for the non-
abused group and 1.000 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (87.5% non-abused and 75% abused) disagree a
little that it is OK to take someone's life if they ignore
you in front of their peers.
Further findings of the study are presented in
managing hardship and relieving discomfort.
Managing Hardship and Relieving Discomfort
Questions 49-54 were collapsed into a score
reflecting participant's management of hardship and
relieving discomfort shown in Table 11. From those scores,
it was determined that there is no statistically significant
difference between non-abused and abused African American
male adolescents with reference to coping with difficult
life situations.
TABLE 11
COPING WITH DIFFICULT LIFE SITUATIONS:
ANALYSIS OF t-TEST
Groups He2ui SD t-Value P





There is a mean difference of -2.0000 between non-
abused and abused African American male adolescents.
Further findings of questions 49-54 are found in
descriptive terms.
Question 49 showed a mean score of 2.250 for the non-
abused group and 2.625 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (50% non-abused and 37.5% abused) state that
they never talk to a teacher or counselor when facing
difficulties or are feeling tense .
Question 50 showed a mean score of 2.500 for the non-
abused group and 3.125 for the abused group. On average,
the non-abused group would talk to a parent sometimes
(37.5%) when facing difficulties, while the abused group
would talk to a parent most of the time (37.5%).
Question 51 showed a mean score of 3.571 for the non-
abused group and 3.375 for the abused group. On average,
within the non-abused group 49.2% would think of the good
things in their life when facing difficulties, while the
abused group (25% for each) were divided between sometimes,
often and most of the time.
Question 52 showed a mean score of 2.125 for the non-
abused group and 2.143 for the abused group. On average,
both groups (37.5% non-abused and 57.1% abused) would never
talk to a minister/priest/rabbi when faced with
difficulties.
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Question 53 showed a mean score of 3.250 for the non-
abused group and 3.375 for the abused group. The majority
of the respondents in the non-abused group stated that they
would sometimes (50%) talk with a sibling when facing
difficulties, while the abused group (37.5%) stated that
they talked to a sibling most of the time.
Question 54 showed a mean score of 3.875 for the non-
abused group and 4.500 for the abused group. With both
groups (50% non-abused and 62.5% abused) the majority stated
that they would talk with a friend when facing difficulties.
CHAPTER FIVE
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
The results from this study show that there is not a
statistical significance between the African American male
adolescents who were sexually abused and those who were not
within the demographics, feelings towards fighting, violent
inclinations, posture toward violence and the management of
hardship and relieving the discomfort associated with life
changes and difficult life events. However, there were
other important factors that need to be noted.
More of the abused disagreed a lot that killing was
wrong than did the non-abused respondents. The abused
respondents also answered positively to taking the life of a
person by accident, using violent behavior against someone
because it made them feel good, forcing someone to have sex
with them against that person's will and feeling good when
they hurt someone. More of the abused group have carried a
weapon and had used violence as a means to protect
themselves. More abused respondents also agreed a lot that
threatening people made them feel good. Such findings
support the views of Sebold along with Finkelhor, whose
psychological impact of powerlessness and betrayal state
that antisocial behavior is an expression of anger and a
desire for retaliation, and, the desire to be tough, and
powerful portrays itself in aggressive behaviors.
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However, despite these findings, there was no
statistical difference in the occurrence of violence by
African American male adolescents who were sexually abused
as children and those who were not. Therefore the
hypothesis cannot be substantiated, and the null hypothesis
is accepted.
After the questionnaires were completed, the
respondents requested permission to discuss the topic of
violence. It was interesting to note that while all of the
respondents recognized that they themselves could change
their lives and make the choice to live violence free, many
of them stated that it was useless to do so. They stated
that even if they walked away from a fight, the other person
more than likely would not and would do them harm. For the
respondents, it was a matter of survival to get the other
person before they get you. They did not believe that
things would ever change. For them violence was to be a way
of life. For them, there was no escaping that fact.
Although this study does not address the types of offenses
for first time arrests, there is a cause for concern to see
persons involved in the system at all at such an important
stage in their developmental process.
Limitations of the Study
There were several limitations to this study. As a
result of the sensitivity of the subject of sexual abuse,
agencies generally exercise extreme caution in identifying
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clients with histories of child sexual abuse and in some
incidences, chose not to participate. These cautions and
preferences of non participation resulted in the small
samples for this study. Such small numbers do not allow for
the findings of the study to be generalized to the larger
population.
Other limitations include the use of one agency from
which the population was drawn, the geographic location of
the agency, and the possibility of social desirability on
behalf of the respondents. In utilizing the population from
only one agency, the scope of the study was narrowed
significantly, particularly when components of the agency
address issues of violence prevention with their clients.
Likewise, utilizing one geographic location also limited the
scope of the study by reducing the cross section of
respondents based on economic standards despite the fact
that economic standards were not considered within the
study.
Within the area of social desirability, despite the
fact that respondents were assured that their responses
would not be seen by agency staff it is possible that
participants may have answered questions based on agency
principals rather than their own opinions. By doing so,
they may have felt that if the agency staff did see the
results, they would be seen by the staff as being positive,
or displaying positive behaviors and thought processes. One
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final limitation would be the use of a convenience sample
rather than a random sampling.
CHAPTER SIX
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE
As a result of this study, there are numerous
implications for social work practice. This study needs to
be replicated with a larger sample size so that the findings
can be generalized to the larger population. Initially,
this study calls for continued research within the area of
the effects of sexual abuse on the male population in
general, and its impact on males in relation to racial
groupings and socio-economic groupings. Further research
will help to remove the stigma of participation within
programs and agencies that create alternatives for handling
violence, providing better client based services. It will
also broaden the bases for cognitive research development,
improving the empirical research base for further studies
into the topic.
Since, as Elliott stated, violence is a learned
behavior, this study and others like it, serve as a
reference for new models to unlearn violent behaviors.
Social workers will then be provided with more information
so that they can be better equipped to attempt to decrease
the flow of African American male adolescents into the adult
justice system. It also expounds on the importance of
creating alternate treatment methods for these adolescents
to achieve status and respect without having to become
involved in criminal or violent activities. There are also
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implications for prevention programs as a result of the
early age of first arrests identified by the study.
Although this study does not focus on social economic
standings, the literature reveals that there is an increase
in the number of African American males in institutions.
Therefore, social workers would need to make more inquiries
into the dynamics of African American males being sexually
abused as children.
The impact of research relating to African American
male adolescents' developmental process will shed further
light on interpersonal problems and maladaptive behaviors
that impede productivity and quality of life for them. As a
result, social workers will be able to develop new treatment
programs for males within this population. This would also
allow for the creation of criteria for legislators and
government employees to develop and allocate funding for
private and public facilities dealing with this population.
Finally, this study and ones like it add to the
historical record of males who are abused from not only a
social work perspective, but also from an anthropological
perspective. Rush mentioned that some of the earliest forms
of sexual abuse recorded went back to the cuneiform tablets.
However, the case talks about a young girl which depicts the
impact of sexual abuse on society from a female perspective
There is therefore a need to explore how the sexual abuse of
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males has effected the cultural norms, mores, and taboos of
society.
With well defined research definitions and
guidelines, social work researchers, educators, and
clinicians will be able to view the effects of sexual abuse
on persons of African American descent, particularly males,
along with developing a historical perspective from which to
draw treatment modalities. These modalities would include
an Afrocentric perspective which would ultimately see a
decrease in the beliefs that sexual abuse is an individual
problem, but rather, it will be viewed as a community
problem whose solution lies within the community working
together as a whole.
The topic of child sexual abuse of African American
males is virgin territory, yet its implications are far
reaching. It has implications for child welfare practice
specifically protective services and foster care. It also
has implications for those working within the justice
systems, particularly social workers responsible for
completing pre-sentencing reports for the courts, as well as
court appointed programs designed at the prevention of






Mr. George c. Blue, Jr.
Asst. District Director
Fulton Multi-Service Center
1513 E. Cleveland Avenue
East Point, Georgia 30344
Dear Mr. Blue:
I am a graduate student at Clark Atlanta University pursuing
a masters degree in Social Work. As part of my thesis
requirement, I am conducting a research study to determine
whether or not there are any differences in the occurrence
of violence in African American male adolescents who were
sexually abused as children and those who were not. In
order to conduct this research a convenience sampling is
necessary.
I am requesting your permission to conduct the study at your
agency and your agency's assistance in administering a
questionnaire to your African-American male clients between
the age of twelve and eighteen. Two groups of these
adolescents are required. Those with substantiated
incidence or histories of sexual abuse and those without.
In order to ensure confidentiality and anonymity, I am
requesting your permission for your staff to identify those
male clients with substantiated incidence or case histories
of sexual abuse. The responses from this group will be
compared with the responses from the second group. All
questionnaires will be numbered and will contain no
identifying data. However, those identified with incidence
or histories of sexual abuse will be identified for
statistical purposes by a pre-marked questionnaire.
Attached is an abstract of the study along with a detailed
methodology explaining how the study is to be conducted. A
questionnaire will be forwarded containing items related to
violent behavior. Your assistance and participation is
crucial to the success of this study. I would like to
administer the questionnaire during the last week of
February. I look forward to your positive response to my
request. I would be pleased to share with you a summary of
the findings. Also upon completion, my thesis will also be
on display at the Atlanta University Center R.W. Woodruff
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Library. In some respects this study might be useful to
your and other agencies involved with African American
males.
If there are any further questions, please do not hesitate




cc: Naomi T. Ward, Thesis Advisor
APPENDIX B
SEXUAL ABUSE CHECKLIST
SAMPLE FOR CHECKLIST FOR STAFF IDENTIFICATION OF
PARTICIPANTS WITH INCIDENCES OR HISTORIES






made to perform sexual intercourse
2. EXPOSURE
adult or older adolescent exposure of
genitals to child
child made to expose his genitals
3. MASTURBATION
made to observe someone else masturbate
made to masturbate others
made to masturbate in front of others
4. PROSTITUTION OR PORNOGRAPHY
made to pose for nude pictures or to make
videos of sexual acts
made to perform sexual activities for money,
etc.
5. GEORGIA'S CHILD REPORTING LAW DEFINITION 3.1
’•Sexual abuse" means a person's employing, using,
persuading, inducing, enticing, or coercing any minor
who is not that person's spouse to engage in any act
which involves;
Sexual intercourse including genital genital,
oral genital, anal genital, or oral oral,




Lewd exhibition of the genitals or pubic area
of any person
Flagellation or torture by or upon a person
who is nude
Condition of being fettered, bound, or
otherwise physically restrained on the part
of a person who is nude
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Physical contact in an act of apparent sexual
stimulation or gratification with any
person's clothed or unclothed genitals, pubic
area or buttocks or with a female clothed or
unclothed breasts
Defecation or urination for the purpose of
sexual stimulation, or
Penetration of the vagina or rectum by any








The "Violence Survey" is part of a study of African American
male adolescents opinions and feelings about a number of
important issues including violence and fighting. Your
answers are important and will help us to understand what
today's African American adolescent males are thinking. The
survey will take about 30 minutes to complete.
DO NOT write your name on this paper. Your answers will be
kept completely confidential (private). No one will see
your answers.
Please answer each question honestly.
Thank you for your help.
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Please answer each question by FILLING IN THE BLANK or
CIRCLING THE ANSWER that best describes you.
For example, for the question . . .
I like going to the movies.
0 = No
1 = Yes
Circle 0 if you do not like movies or
circle 1 if you like movies.
If you have any questions, please raise your hand for
assistance.
■k h h 1c h
1. How old are you? Years
2. What grade are you in? Grade
3. Have you ever been arrested? 0 = No 1 = Yes
If you answered YES to the above question, how old were
you when you were first arrested? Years
4
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The next questions ask for your opinions and feelings about
fighting. By "fighting” we mean physical fights with
pushing and not just arguments.
Please fill in THE ANSWERS that best gives your opinion or
feelings about each sentence.
If you DISAGREE with the sentence AT LOT then you would
write 1 in the blank.
If you DISAGREE with the sentence A LITTLE then you
would write 2 in the blank.
If you AGREE with the sentence A LITTLE then you would
write 3 in the blank.
If you AGREE with the sentence A LOT then you would
write 4 in the blank.
1 = DISAGREE A LOT
2 = DISAGREE A LITTLE
3 = AGREE A LITTLE
4 = AGREE A LOT
5. I can get more out of fighting than I can lose.
6. If I'm challenged (if someone dares me to fight),
I am going to fight.
7. If I walk away from a fight, I'd be a coward
("chicken").
8. Once a fight starts, there's no way to stop it.
9. If someone steals from me, the best way to deal
with it is to beat the person up.
10. If someone called me a bad name, I would ignore
them or walk away.
11. If I were going to be in a fight, I'd feel safer
if I had a knife.
12. If I were going to be in a fight, I'd feel safer
if I had a gun.
13. The best way to stop a fight before it starts, is
to stop the argument (problem) that caused it.




15. I don't need to fight because there are other
ways to deal with being mad.
16. It's OK to hit someone who hits you first.
17. When you're really mad, there's no way you can
stop yourself from fighting.
18. Sometimes it is necessary to fight with people
who are rude or annoying (people who "get in you
face").
19. If a girl sees someone "messing" (flirting) with
her boyfriend, she should fight her.
20. My family would be proud of me if I won a fight
with another person.
21. If someone attacked me, my family would want me
to defend myself even if it meant using a weapon.
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Next: are questions that may or may not describe (tell about)
you.
Please write 0 if the sentence is NOT TRUE of you.
Please write 1 if the sentence is SOMETIMES TRUE of you.
Please %nrite 2 if the sentence is OFTEN TRUE of you.
0 = NOT TRUE
1 = SOMETIMES TRUE
2 = OFTEN TRUE
22. I argue a lot.
23. I am mean to others.
24. I destroy things belonging to others and
sometimes my own things.
25. I disobey (don't listen to) my parents (or
guardian).
26. I disobey (don't listen to) teachers at school.
27. I feel guilty after doing something I shouldn't.
28. I get in many fights.
29. I hang around kids who get into trouble.
30. I have carried a weapon before (gun, stick,
knife, chain, etc.).
31. I threaten to hurt people.
32. I have often considered killing someone.
33. When people are afraid of me I know that I am in
control.
34. I use violence to protect myself.
35. I have attempted to kill someone.
36. I have used a part of my body to frighten or hurt
someone so that person would give me something I
wanted.
37. I have used a weapon to frighten or hurt someone
so that person would give me something I wanted.
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38. When I have hurt someone else, it made me feel
good.
39. It is OK to demand sex from someone because I
want to have sex.
40. I have demanded sex from a person when they did
not want to have sex.
41. I have forced someone to have sex with me when
they did not want to have sex.
42. I have pushed, shoved, hit, punched, or kicked
someone because I felt like doing it.
43. I have taken the life of a person by accident
during a fight.
44. I have taken the life of a person on purpose.





0 if you DISAGREE with the sentence A LOT.
1 if you DISAGREE with the sentence A LITTLE.
2 if you AGREE with the sentence A LITTLE.
3 if you AGREE with the sentence A LOT.
0 = DISAGREE A LOT
1 = DISAGREE A LITTLE
2 = AGREE A LITTLE
3 = AGREE A LOT
45. Threatening people, makes me feel good about
myself.
46. Taking the life of another person (killing) is
wrong.
47. Using violence makes a person more powerful.
48. It is OK to take someone's life (killing) if they
"dis” or ignore you in front of your peers.
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The next: section deals with statements about how you manage
hardships and relieve the discomfort associated with life
changes or difficult life events.
Read each statement which describes a behavior for coping
with problems. Describe how often you do each of the
described behaviors when you face difficulties or feel
tense.
Circle one of the following responses for each statement.
When you face difficulties or feel tense, how often do you:
Hardly Some- Most of
Never Ever times Often the time





50. Talk to a
parent or
step-parent. 1
51. Try to think of
the good things
in your life. 1
52. Talk to a
minister/priest/
rabbi. 1
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